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Inventory of data for describing ethnic inequalities in mortality in Europe

A questionnaire in the framework of the project

“Migrant and ethnic minority health observatory” (MEHO)
November 2007

The purpose of this inventory is to assess the possibility to describe inequalities in mortality among migrants and ethnic minorities in EU member states in recent periods. Under the definition of “ethnic group” we include migrant groups (first and second generation) and/or ethnic minority groups that reside in your country. 

With “migrants” we consider people who migrated to and settled in a country other than the country of birth. Migrants may originate from any country except West European countries (EU-15), Australasia, and United States. Migrants, in addition, should be staying as residents i.e. not a visitor, asylum seeker, temporary worker or student. Examples of migrants include Turkish, Moroccan population living in the Netherlands, Germany or France; Bangladeshi, Indian living in UK; and Bulgarian, Romanian living in Italy.  

By “ethnic mninorities” we refer to a population that form a specific identifiable group with a common ancestry, language or other socio-cultural characteristic. Examples of ethnic minority groups include the Roma population living in Hungary or Romania; and ethnic Russians living in Estonia.

These data can be obtained from several types of studies:

· longitudinal studies, especially a 5 to 10 year mortality follow-up of a population census (in these studies, death records are directly linked to census records at the individual level)

· “un-linked” cross-sectional studies for a period centred around a population census (in these studies, tabulations of deaths by socioeconomic indicators coming from the death registry, are combined with tabulations of populations at risk according to the same indicators coming from the population census)

· ecological studies  (in which the units of analysis are populations or group of people and not individuals)

We are in particular interested in studies that:

a. Include information for recent years (about 1997 and later). 

b. Preferably have national representation, i.e. not restricted to specific areas (although studies on large individual regions and cities are possible)

Please fill in the questionnaire before December 7 and return it to 

Irina Stirbu <i.stirbu@erasmusmc.nl>

Department of Public Health

Erasmus University Rotterdam

Fax +31 10 703 8474

Who filled in this questionnaire?

Name

…………………………………………………………………………………….….

City

………………………………………………………………………………………..

Country
…………………………………….………………………………………………….

Phone

…………………………………….………………………………………………….

Fax

…………………………………….………………………………………………….

E-mail

…………………………………….………………………………………………….

General characteristics of the study

1. What is the general design of the study for which you are filling in this questionnaire?

O    longitudinal (a mortality follow-up of a population census)

O    un-linked cross-sectional (see for description the first page)

O    ecological (see for description the first page)
O    different types of data are available (please fill in a separate questionnaire for each dataset)
2. What is the period covered by the study for which you fill in this questionnaire? (for longitudinal studies: please indicate if the data are available for 1990s (ca 10 years of follow up), the 2000s (ca 5 years of follow up) or both).

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. What is the geographic area to which the study refers? 

O  the entire country

O  city (specify) ………………………………………………………………………………..

O  region (specify)……………………………………………………………………………..

O  other (specify) ………………………………………………………………….………….

4. Do you have access, directly or via intermediaries, to the basic data from the recent study?

O  yes, freely



O  yes, but ..……………………………………..…………………………………………….

O  no, but ……..……………………………………………………………………………….

Ethnicity

5. Can mortality data be distinguished by ethnicity (for definition of ethnicity see p. 1)? 

O no
(you may stop filling in this questionnair)


O yes

O yes, but

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. 
Ethnicity is defined on the basis of (please tick all possible methods):

O Nationality

O Country of birth of the person

O Country of birth of the person and his parents

O Self-identity

O Name (first and/or last)

O Language


O Other, namely …………………………………………………………………………

7. Please list which ethnic groups can be distinguished in the dataset

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
8. If in your country ethnic group is formed mostly by migrants, can these migrants be further distinguished according to:

Generation 





Year of immigration

O Yes






O Yes


O No






O No


Age at immigration 




Duration of stay


O Yes






O Yes


O No






O No

Comments …………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Causes of death

9. Can mortality data be distinguished by cause of death? 

O  Yes, at the level of the 3-digit codes of the ICD 9 or 10
O  Yes, at the level of the 4-digit codes of the ICD 9 or 10

O Yes, at another level, namely ……………………………………………………..…………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


O No

Quality of data

10. Which potential problems with the quality of the data can be expected?

O Problems related to underregistration of deaths. Please explain
……………………………………………………………………………………………..


……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..


……………………………………………………………………………………………..

O Problems related to numerator/denominator bias. Please explain
……………………………………………………………………………………………..


……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..


……………………………………………………………………………………………..

O Problems related to the measurement of ethnicity. Please explain
……………………………………………………………………………………………..


……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..


……………………………………………………………………………………………..

O Any other problems. Please explain
……………………………………………………………………………………………..


……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..


……………………………………………………………………………………………..

O No problems with data are expected

Publication of the data

11. Were there any scientific publications based on these data? 

O yes (please provide the reference of a key publication, including authors, title, journal, year) ……………………………………………………………………………………..
…………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………..
…………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

O no

Thank you for completing this questionnaire!

If you have any remarks or suggestions, please write them below.

………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………












